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country. If Jonathan Edwards, for in-
stance, was a Calvinist of pristine force
and perhaps the greatest master in false
philosophy that America has yet produced,
he paid the price by being abandoned, even
in his lifetime, by his own sect, and seeing
the world turn a deaf ear to his logic
without so much as attempting to refute it.
One of the peculiarities of recent speculation,
especially in America, is that ideas are
abandoned in virtue of a mere change of
feeling, without any new evidence or new
arguments. We do not nowadays refute
our predecessors, we pleasantly bid them
good-bye. Even if all our principles are
unwittingly traditional we do not like to
bow openly to authority. Hence masters
like Calvin, Hume, or Fichte rose before
their American admirers like formidable
ghosts, foreign and unseizable. People re-
fused to be encumbered with any system,
even one of their own; they were content
to imbibe more or less of the spirit of a
philosophy and to let it play on such facts
as happened to attract their attention. The
originality even of Emerson and of William
James was of this incidental character ; they